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The Metro East Professional Fire Fighters need your help!
Who we are: The Metro East Professional
Fire Fighters are a group of Union firefighters working together to
support charity and give
back to our communities. Our focus this year is
showing our appreciation
to veterans that have suffered catastrophic injuries
in combat. The perfect outlet for this is the
Associated Fire Fighters of Illinois’ Warrior
Program.
What is the AFFI Warrior Program: In
2009 the Chicago Fire Fighters Union, Local
2, began a program to help our wounded
American soldiers returning home with severe
disabilities and amputations. In 2010, they
began using the funds to buy new customized
vehicles for our locally wounded. The experience was humbling, rewarding, and the donors
benefited knowing that 100% of the proceeds
went toward the vehicle purchase and not large
salaries often seen in 501c3 charitable organizations. Local 2 joined with AFFI Unions
statewide uniting under one flag. In March of
2012, the AFFI WARRIOR PROGRAM was
born.

What we need: We need your help identifying
a deserving veteran.
Preferred criteria include but not limited to:
1. Illinois resident (required)
2. Veteran of OIF or OEF (required)
3. Suffered an amputation of at least one
limb (required)
4. Suffered Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
If you are a veteran with these criteria or have
information that can help us identify a veteran
please contact us using the following
Phone: 618.978.1752 (Mike)
Phone: 618.830.2978 (Eric)
Phone: 618.960.0872 (Nate)

Our Goal: We are honored to take part in this
program. Through t-shirt sales, fundraising
events, and donations from our local citizens
and businesses, we will be giving a vehicle to a
deserving veteran this September at the NHRA
drag racing event held at the Gateway Motorsports Park.
a member chapter of the paralyzed veterans of america

–
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Supportive Services
for Veterans Families Program
If you have served in the U.S. Military,
and are struggling to pay your rent or utility
bills, homeless and in need of housing,
The Catholic Charities
of the Archdiocese of Chicago
may be able to assist you.
For more information,
please contact 847-376-2114.
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on behalf of
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Chicago Office
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DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY:
With respect to documents available on this newsletter, neither the Vaughan PVA nor its
officers or employees makes any warranty express or implied, including the warranties
of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately
owned rights. Portions of this newsletter contain information regarding medical treatment
or upon which medical treatment discussions may be based. That information is subject
to the same policy and disclaimer notices set forth herein. No decisions regarding medical
care, psychological care, or treatment should be made on the basis of information contained on this newsletter alone. The responsibility for filing out any Forms, or for proper
medical treatment rests with the individual and his or her treating physician. This newsletter
does not contain any legal advice, nor should it be relied on for such. Anything contained
herein is solely for informational purposes and should NOT be relied on when making legal
decisions. Decisions regarding legal matters should only be made after consulting with an
attorney. Reference on this newsletter to any specific commercial products, process or service by trade name, trademark, manufacture, or otherwise does not constitute or imply its
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the Vaughan PVA, its officers or employees.
The view and opinions of Independent authors regarding such products or processes do not
necessarily reflect those of the Vaughan PVA, its officers or employees. All references to this
organization shall not be used for advertising or project endorsement.
The Wheel is published four times a year by the Vaughan Chapter Paralyzed
Veterans of America, 2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501 Westchester, IL 60154
in the interest of Chapter members. Membership in Vaughan PVA entitles
you to a free subscription to the Wheel. Postmaster: send changes of address
to Vaughan PVA, 2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501 Westchester, IL 60154

2

Vaughan Chapter PVA.
(800) 727-2234

2015 VAUGHAN PVA
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
WEDNESDAY

August 26th
September 23rd
October 28th
Hines VA Hospital
Bldg #128 SCI Multipurpose Room
at 12:00 (noon) CST
If not able to attend in person
you may also join via conference call
at 877-393-1772 and use option 2
(state your name when joining the meeting)

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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PVA Executive Director’s Report

By Homer S. Townsend, Jr.

L

things that need to be done, and if you think, you might be
able to help, please contact Maria. Alternatively, if you have
an event that you would like to tell the office about, just let
us know.

Once again, I am asking for more members to get engaged
in any way that they think they can help. There are always

Furthermore, if you have areas of concerns, and you need
assistance do not hesitate to let us know. We want to know
how we can improve the services to you the membership,
and I am always available. If you have issues or concerns,
please contact me, but I would encourage you to try to get
your issues addressed locally first before contacting me.
Thanks to all members and please continue to get involved
and make a difference.

et me first thank Maria and the staff for all of their
hard work. I also want to thank all the volunteers for
really stepping up and getting involved in some way
with the programs and the building of the programs and
assisting the membership. I want to specifically thank Bob
Arciola for stepping up and helping in so many different
ways. Bob has been involved in so many different programs
and issues, and he continues to step up and give back. We
have been able to see growth in a lot of areas as more and
more people get involved.

PN

magazine is planning
an article for the
upcoming November
issue about “Honor Flights” taking
veterans to Washington, D.C., for
various events, especially Veteran’s
Day. We’d like to speak with any
member for the article if you’ll be
taking part in an Honor Flight for this
year’s Veteran’s Day celebration in
D.C., or if you’ve taken part in one in
the past. We’re hoping to include the
thoughts and experiences of people
who’ve taken one of these flights as
part of the article.
If you’ve taken part in an Honor Flight
and would like to speak with us, please
contact Assistant Editor Andy Nemann
at andy@pvamag.com before August
10, 2015. (602) 224-0500 ext 102

Saturday, September 5, 2015
Hines VA Hospital, Pavilion
Hines, IL
12 Noon – 4:00 p.m.
Music, Fun, Entertainment,
Performance and Prizes.
Members, Associate Members & Volunteers
are welcome to come join us!!
(Limit 4 per Family)
Please RSVP by September 1, 2015 @
708-947-9790 or by email @
vpva@vaughanpva.org
oraygoza@vaughanpva.org

XL Funhouse Moon jump for the Kids

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Message from the Chief
Hello again from the Chief,

I

am pleased that as I write this
we are completing our triennial
CARF survey and the surveyors
have been impressed with the competence and involvement of all members
of the treatment team. No surprise
there! CARF accreditation looks
specifically at how the Unit manages
the rehabilitation of acute injuries.
They focus in on our adherence to the
standards of care, the involvement
of both the patient and family in the
plan of care, and on the general safety
planning and execution that the Unit
provides. Naturally they have been
interested in the recent acquisition of
our robotic assistive walking devices
(the exoskeleton) and have been able
to provide several helpful suggestions
about how we might incorporate the
use over the coming years.
The exoskeleton is at present for use
under strict institutional supervision,
although there are a few Veterans
who have been issued a device for
personal home use. There are at least
two more devices currently in production although not yet FDA approved.
I am eagerly waiting their release as
the improvements being made seem to
be not only in size and weight but also
in ease and functionality. Our therapists are very engaged in learning the
training and deployment of this new
technology and we continue to understand where, when, and for who, this
device is most suitable. Unfortunately
not everyone is suitable for a trial,

4

and many long standing injuries are
excluded because of medical and physical restrictions. The challenge will be
to deploy them safely, and develop a
protocol for use that adds value to the
overall health of the Veteran.
This year has also seen the launching
of our Veteran Health and Wellness
Program which graduated its first
class last month. The Program seeks to
expand our Veterans’ knowledge and
use of community resources by weekly
exercises, group classes (including
homework assignments!) and lively
discussions. Again the aim is to
promote further independence and
increased engagement in many activities of daily living. To quote another
organization “You can do it; We can
help”. And it is amazing how, with a
little help, how much can be accomplished and how much better life can
become.
Finally, in my letter to you this month
I want to announce that I will be leaving my home base at Hines to work
with the team in Memphis TN for the
next two months. Some of you may
remember that I was previously at
Memphis as the Interim Chief before
being recruited to Hines. I return
there again in order to help them in
their “time of need”. I’m pleased that
the new SCI Chief Consultant Dr.
Sophie Chun and my Chief of Staff
Dr. Jack Bulmash have considered
me useful in providing leadership

By Michael S.A. Richardson MD FACP
Chief, Spinal Cord Injury/Disorders

development and
clinical direction. I intend to
take a lot of what
I have learnt at
Hines these past
eight years and
put it to very good use in Tennessee.
During my Time away Dr. Rama Parachuri will be the Acting SCI/D Chief
at Hines. Dr. Parachuri is currently
the Associate Medical Director of the
Residential Care Facility (RCF) and
is more than capable of running the
Unit. Stop by and say hello to her if
you have a moment – you’ll remember
her if you do.
I look forward however to returning
to home base after the two months.
I don’t intend to allow any “mission
creep” this go round.

T

o all Veterans and their loved one
– have a joyful and safe summertime. Thank you again for your service, for your input and suggestions,
and for allowing us to serve as your
healthcare providers .
Michael S.A. Richardson MD FACP
Chief, Spinal Cord Injury/Disorder
Edward Hines Jr VAMC

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Service Officer’s Report
Hospital Based Benefits through Prosthetics Services

O

ften VA benefits are not accessed, due to lack of information or
understanding. The benefits programs veterans often overlook are
associated with VA healthcare at the VHA facilities. These benefits

are accessed through your VA healthcare experience.

by Mr. Winston Woodard III
Senior Benefits Advocate

These VHA benefit programs through Prosthetics and Sensory Aid Service can greatly
improve and change the quality of a veterans lives and promotes independence.

The three common benefit programs used through VA by SCI/D veterans are
the following:
A $2,000 lifetime benefit may be provided for a non-service connected conThe Automotive Adaptive Equipment (AAE) program provides adaptive

dition for veterans.

equipment to qualified disabled Veteran/ to assist with vehicle operation and/
or vehicle ingress/egress.

The veterans will require a consultation from physician and a home evaluation
to begin the process in both cases. To apply, complete and return VA Form

AAE examples are power windows, air conditioning, vehicle modifications,

10-0103, detailed estimate and colored photograph of unimproved area to

vehicle lifts, and wheelchair tie downs. Equipment can be installed on a

the Prosthetic Representative at the nearest VA medical center and contact

variety of vehicles to include minivans, full size vans, and motor homes. The

your PVA office for assistance.

vehicles can be new, used, or leased, and funds may even be used for some
repairs. Unlike the Automobile Allowance Program, the AAE benefit can be

The Clothing Allowance program is available to qualified veterans. This is

used multiple times, not to exceed 2 vehicles in any 4 year period. The veter-

an annual benefit; paid one a year. This benefit is paid for the previous year

ans will require a consultation from physician and Driver Rehabilitation evalu-

based on application.

ation to begin process.

*As of August 1, 2014, $764.13is payable for each Clothing Allowance

*Automobile Allowance Grant Program is a service connected benefit and a
VA Form 21-4502 must be approved and certified. VA Form 10-1394 is used

Veterans who are service connected for a disability for which they use a

to determine medical necessity.

prosthetics or orthopedic appliance or who service connected skin condition
requires medication that irreparably damages outer garments may receive an

The Home Improvement & Structural Alterations(HISA) Grant program

annual clothing allowance payment. Clothing Allowance(s) may be authorized

provides for medically necessary improvements and structural alterations to a

for Veterans who wear and use Rigid spinal and cervical braces; wheelchairs;

Veteran/Service member’s residence for the following purposes:

crutches; Rigid orthotics; and ankle and/or foot orthosis (AFO).

• Allowing ingress/egress from their primary residence

Beginning December 16, 2011, multiple clothing allowance payments are pay-

• Use of essential lavatory and sanitary facilities

able. To apply for one or more allowances, complete VA Form 10-8678 and

• Improvement entrance paths or driveways in immediate area of the home

submit to the nearest local Prosthetic Representative no later than August 1st

to facilitate access to home

of each year.

• Allowing accessibility to kitchen or bathroom sinks or counters
• Improving plumbing or electrical systems made necessary due to installation of medical equipment.

These VHA benefit programs through Prosthetics and Sensory Aid Service
can greatly improve and change the quality of a veterans lives and promotes
independence.

A $6,800 lifetime benefit may be provided to Veterans and Service member’s
or a service connected conditions or non service connected condition rated at

Please contact your PVA Representative prior to applying for any of the fol-

50% or more for a service connected disability.

lowing benefits or to review eligibility requirements.

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Sports & Recreation

T

his is to update you on progress the chapter has made
over the last few months as
we continue to make changes benefitting members. A number of members
have continued to meet together in
meetings and in teleconferences to try
to improve our program. We’ve conducted teleconference calls for members input in reestablishing a policy
and we’re half way through a 31 page
document. We expect to finalize the
policy for the chapter board to adopt
by the end of July. The sports team
members will work next to compose
and submit a budget for FY 2016 due
August.
In May, we saw about twelve chapter
members participate in the Chicago
Memorial Day Parade. Members
participating were from both RCF
and outpatients. Each person was
reimbursed for expenses incurred
who submitted them and treated
with a lunch at Portillos. We had our
usual float and chapter bus travel
down State Street just over a half mile.
The parade, splendid weather and

thousands of spectators with grateful
hearts made it all very heartwarming.
Secondly, we experienced the annual
Hines VAH Wheelchair Games. Each
year this event is loaded with inpatients and outpatients participating for
their very first time making it a good
experience for everyone. The chapter
was gracious to help support the Hines
VAH once again donating money to
help cover lunchs. This event is mandatory for chapter members attending
the National Veterans Wheelchair
Games who are being funded through
the Hines Wind City team. It was
good to see so many VA employees,
volunteers, and a few former NFL
players in attendance. It’s also always
good to meet new veterans and visit
with members each year!
This past June, the sports and recreation director participated in the
quarterly PVA Sports and Recreation
Conference call providing chapter directors with updates on the
various national events and changes
taking place. On June 12-14th chap-

ter members Bob Arciola and Arthur
Forest participated in the Great Lake
Regional Games. The event is an
adaptive sports competition for junior
and adult athletes with disabilities
and features Air Rifle, Boccia, Table
Tennis, Handcycling, Track & Field,
Weightlifting, Archery, and Swimming events held in and around Lake
Forest. It is open to all athletes across
our nation and was the first year this
venue was sanctioned both by the
International Paralympics Committee
(IPC) and Wheelchair and Ambulatory Sports, USA (WASUSA). Our
chapter members won 4 medals; all 1st
place in Field events. Great job guys!
At the same time as the games, our
chapter assisted PVA with manning
a booth at the Abilities Expo issuing
PN and Sports N Spokes magazines,
Vaughan Newsletters and other materials along with freebies. We had ten
members turnout to help with the
booth who came from Hines VAH on
our bus. The Expo also helped them
get an understanding of the various
products and services available to

Rend Lake Shooting Classic
The 17th Annual Rend Lake Shooting
Classic for Persons with Disabilities at
Rend Lake Shooting Complex will be on
Saturday, September 19th. Entry forms
will be mailed out in August. For those that have participated
in the past, will be receiving an entry form, if you have never
participated and want to be part of this great shooting
classic, please contact Jay Williams at (618) 949-3305 or (618)
926-1115 for more information and to get a form.
6

Robert Arciola and former heavyweight boxing
champion Evander Holyfield at the NVWG.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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them. Thank you volunteers and hope
to see you all there again next year!
In mid June, the chapter also purOn June 20th the chapter hosted its
chased adaptive equipment for huntannual Busse Woods Fishing Derby.
ing and trapshooting for quadriplegics
The event was fantastic as members
and paraplegics limited by arthritic
Dawn Matteson and Melvin Austin
conditions and strength. The chapter
dueled each other out with catching
also supported the members residing
almost all the fish! Melvin won its
in RCF with a bus trip to watch the
understood
Chicago Cubs
- catching
game. Also the
Just
a
reminder
take
over 30 fish!
sports and recSounds fishy
reation director
advantage of the $150
right? There
networked with
Life
Enjoyment
Fund!
were about
the Freedom
15 members
Golf Associapresent and
tion to become
many volunteers to help with baiting,
certified as an instructor at a clinic
casting, reeling and feeding our mem- provided for future use whereby even
bers catered chicken, hotdogs, and
more opportunities have surfaced for
delicious sides and drinks. Members
our members involvement includwere also provided goodie bags with
ing a disabilities sports demo at the
various items and some members won Field Museum, and golf outing and
fishing rods and reels in a raffle! The
a adaptive golf clinic for members
weather couldn’t have been any better
involvement at Jackson Park. Members
on a fine summer day! The event is
then joined in attending the National
usually the first Saturday in June, so
Veterans Wheelchair Games in Dallas,
plan early and make sure you come
TX. The chapter helped fund several
out again next year! Thank you volun- members and many medals were won.
teers and Maria for helping to make
There will be a ceremony late fall conthis fine outing available! Life Enjocerning the event, so please check in
ment Fund!!
with the chapter when that will occur.

Four chapter members enjoyed a nice
day out at North Point Marina to
attend the Heroes of Freedom Salmon
Derby. There were a few mechanical
and boater issues which prohibited
us from getting on Lake Michigan,
but chapter members were allowed
to fish from the shoreline and docks.
The food and fellowship is always very
pleasant as was the warm temperatures and beautiful view of boats and
the lake. Voting members can spend
up to $150 using the Life Enjoyment
Fund!
In July, Chapter members were provided the opportunity to participate
in the National/Vaughan PVA Trapshoot at Edwardsville Gun Club near
St. Louis. PVA staff, the club members
and volunteers provided an outstanding two days of competitive shooting,
a welcoming reception and breakfasts
and lunch each day. This was the end
of year event for PVA and awards were
given for the top individual and team
19 Circuit performers. The weather
was very hot at 95 degrees each day
with humidity nearing 100-105
degrees! Next year Vaughan will be
hosts for the trapshoot. The Doublecontinued on page 8

Vaughan members at the one day fishing derby Busse Woods.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

Memorial Day Parade, downtown Chicago, Robert Arciola
and Chuck Scott.
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sports
continued from page 7

tree in Collinsville, IL was the host hotel featuring the banquet which served delicious food, provided an indoor pool
and wonderful atmosphere. Members Robert Arciola, Ray
Hodor, Winston Woodard and Ziggy Tkaczenko (who won
High overall SCI) participated. Our chapter also provided a
bus to assist participants. Thank you PVA and Edwardsville
Gun Club for providing such an outstanding weekend! Life
Enjoyment Fund!
The chapter also allowed members to attend and participate in the Chicago Disability Pride Parade and Rockin’
for The Troops concert at Catigny in Wheaton, IL. The
weather was again very hot and a storm failed to ward of
attendees of the concert as nearly 11,000 came out to watch
Gary Sinese & the Lt. Dan Band perform among others
where funds raised help veterans.
Upcoming Sports and Recreation Team
Meetings/Teleconferences:
7/29, 8/19, 9/2, 10/28
Hines VAH at 12 noon (unless changed)
Call the office

Upcoming Sports and Recreation events are as follows:
• Midwest Valor Games Chicago
August 18–20th
• Vaughan PVA Annual Picnic
September 5th
• TEE Tournament
September 7–10th
• IDNR Shooting Classic Trapshoot Rend Lake
September 12th
• Revolutionary War Reenactment
September 12–13th
• National Veterans Summer Sports Clinic
September 13–18th

The Deadline for using the FY 2015 Life Enjoyment Fund is
September 30th

Top left; Ed Zielinski & Ray Shepack with RCF bulletin.
Bottom left; Vaughan PVA Team at the 35th NVWG.
Above; Ray Hodor & Edwardsville Gun Club officers and Board at
the Vaughan Trap Shoot Tournament
8

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

August 2015

the Wheel

In Loving Memory
Raymond A. Kazlas
Vaughan Chapter mourns the passing of Vaughan PVA member,
Raymond Kazlas. Vietnam Era Veteran, (Army)
Born on September 24, 1945
Passed away on May 10, 2015

R

ay joined the Paralyzed Veterans of America in 2007, since the
first day, he expressed his interest in becoming a volunteer
driving the chapter bus. Ray enjoyed himself transporting the
veterans to the different outings and events like our Bass Tournament,
Busse woods one day fishing derby, picnic, corned beef and cabbage
dinner and the long drive to the Tee tournament. Ray received in
2013 a #500 volunteer pin his hours of voluntarism, serving his fellow
veterans. He will be missed, not because he was the chapter driver,
but because he was our friend.

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

9

August 2015

the Wheel

SPORTS & RECREATION

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

NORTH CENTRAL
Sept. 25–27, 2015
Sioux Falls, SD
NORTHWEST
Oct. 2–4, 2015
Seattle, WA
ARIZONA
Oct. 30–Nov. 1, 2015
Tucson, AZ

NEVADA
March 18–20, 2016
Las Vegas, NV
VAUGHAN
April 22–24 2016
Edwardsville, IL
COLONIAL
June 3–5, 2016
Baltimore, MD
IOWA
June 17–19, 2016
Pistol Shoot
June 17, 2016
Cedar Rapids, IA

SOUTHEASTERN
Oct. 9–11, 2015
Clarks Hill Lake
Appling, GA
FLORIDA
GULF COAST
April 1–3, 2016
Lake Toho
Kissimmee, FL

KENTUCKYINDIANA
May 20–22, 2016
Kentucky Lake
Gilbertsville, KY
MID-ATLANTIC
June 3–5, 2016
James River
Richmond, VA
NATIONAL
June 10–12, 2016
Potomac River
Waldorf, MD

VAUGHAN
May 13–15, 2016
Rend Lake
Mt. Vernon, IL

ANNUAL PVA/NWPVA
BILLIARDS TOURNAMENT
SERIES
MID-SOUTH
Oct. 16–17, 2015
Memphis, TN

MOUNTAIN STATES
May 6–8, 2016
Fountain, CO

ANNUAL AIR RIFLE
& PISTOL PROGRAM

MID-ATLANTIC
March 18–20, 2016
Midlothian, VA

BUCKEYE*
July 25–27, 2016
Independence, OH

WISCONSIN
Sept. 17–19, 2015
Milwaukee, WI

BUCKEYE
April 29–30, 2016
Geneva, OH

MID-AMERICA
April 3–5, 2016
Oklahoma City, OK

CAL-DIEGO
Jan. 18–19, 2016
San Diego, CA

NATIONAL
TBD

* A non-NWPA sanctioned event

MID-ATLANTIC
March 10, 2016
Richmond, VA

CAMP PENDLETON
TBD

ALASKA CHALLENGE
July 20–27, 2015
Anchorage, AK

ARMY TEN MILER
Oct. 11, 2015
Washington, DC

TOUR DE LA FRANCE
Sept. 5–6, 2015
Anderson, SC

MARINE CORPS
MARATHON
Oct. 25, 2015

PENSACOLA
CLASSIC
Sept. 11–14, 2015
Pensacola, FL

BLUE GREY RACES
Oct. 31–Nov. 1, 2015
Gettysburg, PA

AIR FORCE
MARATHON
Sept. 18–20, 2015
Dayton, OH

ANNUAL PVA/AWBA
BOWLING TOURNAMENT
SERIES
MOUNTAIN STATES
Aug. 20–24, 2015
Colorado Springs, CO

NEVADA
Dec. 3–6, 2015
Las Vegas, NV

CAL-DIEGO
Sept. 18–20, 2015
Fountain Valley, CA

FLORIDA
GULF COAST
April 29–May 1, 2016
Tampa, FL

elchair Game
s
he
W

3

10

Sa
lt L
ake City, Utah

KEYSTONE
Sept. 4–6, 2015
Pistol Shoot
Sept. 4, 2015
Pittsburgh, PA

FLORIDA GULF
COAST
March 10–12, 2016
Oldsmar, FL

MID-AMERICA
Sept. 18–20, 2015
Lake Eufaula
Eufaula, OK

★

WISCONSIN
Aug. 21–23, 2015
Rifle & Pistol Shoot
Aug. 20, 2015
Greenbay, WI

CAL-DIEGO
Jan. 29–31, 2016
Rifle & Pistol Shoot
Jan. 29, 2016
Redlands, CA

PARALYZED VETERANS
HANDCYCLING SCHEDULE

01
,2
ly 2
June 27-Ju

6

OREGON
July 24–26, 2015
Hillsboro, OR

PARALYZED VETERANS
BASS TOUR

tional Vetera
Na
ns
h
6t

PARALYZED VETERANS
NATIONAL SHOOTING
SPORTS CIRCUIT

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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LIFE ENJOYMENT FUND

V

oting MEMBERS! Attend a sports or
recreational event such as a ballgame, dinner, theatre and send in
the receipt with an expense report then
tell us how accessible the facility was such as
parking and entrance or bathroom and counters, and if
you recommend the place pointing out any problems you’d
like us to address, if needed, and get fully reimbursed up to
$150.00 per year! Yes, that’s correct refunded up to $150.00
per year! You can use the funds to cover the travel, lodging and food (NO ALCHOL) or event ticket/s. if you use a
partial amount of the $150.00; the remainder is available till
the fiscal year ends! Call us now for ANY question/s! We’re
absolutely serious, so try us! Can you believe only a few
members use this fund every year? Neither can I, so let’s let
the cat out of the bag and go do something with our precious summertime and great weather while it lasts!

ARMY

NAVY

Vaughan Chapter, patriotic
hat for sale only $10
Call our office, for your
hat today @ 708-947-9790

AIR FORCE

MARINES

If you have served in the U.S. Military, and are struggling to pay your rent or
utility bills, homeless and in need of housing, The Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Chicago may be able to assist you.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES’ LOCATIONS BELOW:
1717 Rand Rd.
Des Plaines,
IL 60016
847-376-2114

1400 S. Austin Ave.
Cicero, IL 60804
708-329-4063

7000 W. 111th Str.
Worth, IL 60482
708-586-1351

16100 Seton Drive
South Holland,
IL 60473
708-333-8379 Ext. 215
708-596-0431

671 S. Lewis
Waukegan, IL 60085
847-376-2149
847-782-4152

THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Reporting Volunteer Hours

A

volunteer hour is an hour of an
individual’s time during which he or
she represented the chapter or National
PVA in the performance of a job, or by attendance
at a meeting or event. The time counted is the
time actually spent in the accomplishment of the
mission. Reasonable time for travel to and from the
location will also be allowed.
Note: Volunteer time is time given by a volunteer
who does NOT receive wages (a stipend) from any
organization, agency, or company for services
provided for that time.
For National events, i.e., convention, mid-winter
meeting, seminars, etc., travel will be counted from
the time the volunteer leaves home until they check
in at their destination. The hours reported for the
remainder of the event will be counted at ten (10)
hours per day. This ten (10) hour figure will be used
for all events. Travel home from the event will be
calculated the same as travel to the event.
Time spent PARTICIPATING in recreational
events, i.e., National Veterans Wheelchair Games,
Trap Shoots, Bass Tournaments or other sporting
events will NOT count as volunteer hours.
However, the time spent in the organization and
supervision of such events may be counted.
Reminder: each volunteer hour has to be reported
on a volunteer’s time sheet, and a program code
needs to be use accordingly.
Please feel free to contact us if you have any
questions or concerns.
Vaughan Chapter, PVA
800-727-2234

Funding Sponsorship Requests
policy expires 9/30/15, New policy will be available on 10/1/15

F

ull funding requests may be considered if a member
has volunteered a minimum of 8 hours, partial
funding requests may be considered if a member has
volunteered a minimum of 4 hours and no funding will be
awarded if members have less than 4 hours unless they are
novice athletes, 3 events per year.

1: Full funding with a minimal of 8 volunteer hours may
receive full funding up to $3,000 on first request.
2: 50% funding with a minimal of 4 volunteer hours
		 on 2nd request
3: 50% funding with minimal of 4 volunteer hours on
		 3rd request
Requests submitted by members with this system, is based
on volunteer hours submitted on a monthly basis. If a
member has a request and submits no volunteer hours,
the member will likely not receive funding assistance. The
submission of volunteer hours is a practical solution to
helping both the chapter prove it’s accomplishing things,
that more members are involved in program operations;
that members are again taking responsibility for the
governance and accomplishing its program and chapter
overall mission. Additionally, progress in having a point
system involving volunteerism is a great means to ensure
the member is treated in all fairness as other members.
While it creates more effort to document the members’
volunteerism and activities, it’s even more critical that
progress is documented in achievement through being
an active chapter member. This is a great way to do
both to help satisfy the National BOD to ensure we are
accomplishing what they wish to see from us.
Volunteer activation forms are available at the office as
well as the volunteer time sheets for you to record your
volunteer hours each month.
Your funding sponsorship request may be sent to the office
via email, fax or by regular mail.
vpva@vaughanpva.org, 708-947-9755 Vaughan PVA, 2235
Enterprise Dr, Suite 3501, Westchester, IL 600154.
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NEVER MISS A MOMENT

Solutions for a Better Life
MobilityWorks provides greater
independence to Veterans
in Chicago.
As the nation’s largest mobility
dealer, we offer:

Free First Year
Maintenance
on Mobility Conversion with the
purchase of any Van or Truck*
*Cannot be combined with other offers.
Offer expires 5/31/2015.

Rent 2 Days
Get 3rd Day Free#
Rental must be for 3 consecutive days
and on one invoice.
Pre-scheduled appointment required.
Offer expires 5/31/2015.
Limit one coupon per customer.

#

• Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Honda
and Toyota accessible vehicles
• Service and Maintenance
• Rental Vans
• Roadside Assistance
Contact us today, so that we can
evaluate your needs and find a
solution that best fits your lifestyle.

CALL
to schedule an
appointment

888-378-9166

MobilityWorks of Chicago
PLAINFIELD — 23855 W Andrew Rd
SKOKIE — 5050 Dempster St
VILLA PARK — 155 E. North Ave

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!

14

MW Chicago Veterans Newsletter Ad.indd 1

1/21/15
10:47
w w w.v
augha
n p vAM
a.or g

the Wheel

Enjoy

August 2015

both hands on the wheel !

Digital Accelerator Ring
optimized for speed

DARIOS is VA accepted.

KEMPF features nationwide free at-home pick-up
and delivery and at-home service.

KEMPF is a NMEDA member.

Visit: www.kempf-usa.com to find videos and comments from users and to request a quotation.

Call Toll-free: 1-888-4-KEMPF-US (453-6738) for
a free DVD and free brochure.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Vaughan PVA
2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501
Westchester, IL 60154

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to Paralyzed Veterans of America,
Vaughan Chapter whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. On your
next purchase, please support us using this link.
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6156338
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