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Dear Fellow Member,

W

and its residuals (bowel, bladder, spasticity,
decubutis ulcers, neuropathic pain,
respiratory weakness, chronic urinary tract
infections)?

e need to alert you of a new
Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) initiative that concerns us.
On November 5, 2014, the “Veterans Access,
Choice, and Accountability Act (VACAA),”
• Without access to my medical records, is
took effect. The law was passed in response to
my treating physician fully aware of my
the number of veterans
past hospitalizations,
who were denied timely
medications, potential
Paralyzed
Veterans
of
access to health care
drug interactions, and/
through the VA either
America’s legacy is built or preexisting conditions
due to unreasonable
(bacteria resistance, side
around
making
sure
you
distance or wait times.
effects, allergies)?
If you’ve registered
receive timely access to
to receive care at the
•
Will my PVA service
quality
health
care
at
VA prior to August 1,
officer be authorized to
2014, you are eligible to
VA Spinal Cord Injury/ advocate for me in the event
exercise “choice” under
of an adverse outcome,
Disorder
(SCl/D)
Centers
the new law.
clinical appeal, or need to
Paralyzed Veterans of
America’s legacy is built around making sure
you receive timely access to quality health care
at VA Spinal Cord Injury/Disorder (SCl/D)
Centers and SCl/D Primary Care teams. We
believe the only real choice for you is care
delivered through the capable hands of SCl/Dtrained experts at VA Hospitals. Should you
choose to seek care outside of VA, please take
a moment to carefully consider the following
questions:
• Does my treating physician understand
Autonomic Dysreflexia (if applicable), what
triggers it, and how to treat it?
• Does my treating physician understand the
complex nature of my spinal cord condition

a member chapter of the paralyzed veterans of america

–

access my medical records?
• Does treatment by non-VA health care
providers involve other VA benefits and
ancillary health care matters, such as
supporting a disability claim, ordering
prosthetics, requiring housing/vehicle
modifications?
These questions are just a few that should not
be an afterthought when deciding to seek care
at a non-VA facility. Your search for a “quick
fix” may have unintended consequences.
While some care, such as dental and vision,
will not warrant the same consideration
as more serious SCl/D conditions, such as
wound treatment, urinary tract infection, and
respiratory concerns, we encourage you to
continued on page 12
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DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY:
With respect to documents available on this newsletter, neither the Vaughan PVA nor its
officers or employees makes any warranty express or implied, including the warranties
of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately
owned rights. Portions of this newsletter contain information regarding medical treatment
or upon which medical treatment discussions may be based. That information is subject
to the same policy and disclaimer notices set forth herein. No decisions regarding medical
care, psychological care, or treatment should be made on the basis of information contained on this newsletter alone. The responsibility for filing out any Forms, or for proper
medical treatment rests with the individual and his or her treating physician. This newsletter
does not contain any legal advice, nor should it be relied on for such. Anything contained
herein is solely for informational purposes and should NOT be relied on when making legal
decisions. Decisions regarding legal matters should only be made after consulting with an
attorney. Reference on this newsletter to any specific commercial products, process or service by trade name, trademark, manufacture, or otherwise does not constitute or imply its
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the Vaughan PVA, its officers or employees.
The view and opinions of Independent authors regarding such products or processes do not
necessarily reflect those of the Vaughan PVA, its officers or employees. All references to this
organization shall not be used for advertising or project endorsement.
The Wheel is published four times a year by the Vaughan Chapter Paralyzed
Veterans of America, 2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501 Westchester, IL 60154
in the interest of Chapter members. Membership in Vaughan PVA entitles
you to a free subscription to the Wheel. Postmaster: send changes of address
to Vaughan PVA, 2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501 Westchester, IL 60154
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
want to give all my sincere gratitude to the group of volunteers who
always are able to volunteer their time at our outings, events and dinners.
Without them, it wouldn’t be possible to do any of what we do.

I

It is because the dedication of all the volunteers that we are still working in
all mandated programs and everything else we continue to do.
First, I would like to acknowledge all the program directors that have been
working hard each program.
Robert Arciola, Sports Director, Steve Ronning, Advocacy Director, Art Wolf
and Gustave Horn, Hospital Liaison Directors, Theotis D. Smith Jr, Fundraising
Director. Next time you see any of them, please thank them for taking the
responsibility of running the mandated programs. They all are doing an awesome job and will continue improving as we move in this year.
Thank you to Robert Sove and his band; they always delight our veterans
with their live music at our picnic and our Christmas luncheon.
Jose Torres our professional photographer, our most-recent volunteer also
American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and their enormous group of volunteers who enjoy every minute they volunteer with us,
this group is just awesome they are extremely efficient on volunteerism.
Silvia Diaz, Norma Angelica Mora, Patrick Brock, Anne Veltri, Marilyn
Antwine, Edward Millar, Nathaniel Terry, Raymond Kazlas, Reinaldo Hernandez and Rick Cabral. Pardon me if I missed anyone else, to all the Vaughan
PVA volunteers’ thank you for your time, dedication and caring towards our
Vaughan PVA disabled veterans. Special thanks to our partner organization
that also contributed to our Christmas Luncheon this year Case Management
Society of America, Chicago chapter for donating toys for our members; and
for the second-year thanks to Donna Lambeth with Weblo 1 Cub Scouts
who donated candy and goody bags with toiletries for our veterans.
On behalf of Vaughan Chapter thanks.
Maria Hernandez, Vaughan PVA, E.D.

2015 VAUGHAN PVA
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
WEDNESDAY

April 29, 2015
July 29, 2015
October 28, 2015
Hines VA Hospital
Bldg #128 SCI Multipurpose Room
at 12:00 (noon) CST
If not able to attend in person
you may also join via conference call
at 877-393-1772 and use option 2
(state your name when joining the meeting)

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Executive Director’s Report

L

ike in the past years, we continue to work hard to
increase the mandated programs of the chapter and
to bring in more volunteers/members to increase
visibility and run more and better programs.
I encourage everyone to let the chapter/Maria know of
upcoming events like we have done in the past and continue to turn around requests for assistance and funding.
We continue to grow and with membership’s assistance,
we will grow even further in the coming year. We will continue to add members to assist and work on committees

to better serve all programs. One of the priorities for the
coming year will be to look and see about employees running programs where volunteers are lacking. We are working on two fundraisers who will help secure more revenue
to take on the task of hiring the employees.

Thank you for your military service
and thank you for all that you do.
Homer S. Townsend, Jr., Executive Director

Advocacy and Legislation

I

t’s that time of the year once again to make

issues of importance; they convey a clear message

Now that elections are finished and there are

our annual trip to our National Advocacy

indicating where we stand, and they see us united

new legislators at each governmental level,

and Legislation Seminar to visit legislators

together for a common cause. We must make

we will need to familiarize ourselves with

throughout the nation. Thankfully though,

our visit to put a face on the dollars appropriated

newly elected officials and appointees to share

our chapter is responsible to visit senators and

every year so they never forget the price paid

information and begin reestablishing or creating

representative within Illinois. But, we still have

for freedom while

almost 20 appointments each year following two

they’re making critical

days training and presentations.

decisions, meeting

We will be learning about a wide range of issues
affecting veterans with disabilities and general
access issues; some of which are ongoing every

together, casting
important votes -

issues affecting veterans

managing the affairs
of our nation.
This year we are

begin each day at 9AM and end around 4PM.
Following the training, the last two days are
prescheduled visits with the legislators and
PVA Annual Testimony to Congress. We meet
to discuss our members health care, the VA,
benefits, transportation, the Administration’s
Annual Budget, PVAs Independent Budget, and
other topics affecting all veterans and people
with disabilities. We bring the important issues
affecting you to them face-to-face.
The critical information exchange helps to inform

We will be learning
about a wide range of

year and some new.
We generally have breakfast at 8AM and

new networks. Since

with disabilities and
general access issues…

VA and will ensure that copies will be made

over, the work in making
polling places accessible
and correcting matters
is not over. If you know
any location where you
feel changes may need
attention, please let us

sending two chapter
members to the event being held in Arlington,

the elections are well

know as we’d love know
about your experience in order to help.

available to anyone who will join us to encourage

Lastly, we still can use more members interested

all members of congress to support our various

in joining the Advocacy and Legislative program

positions on these topics. We call on every

in a few areas. We are seeking help from anyone

chapter member to please give us a call to obtain

interested in public and private transportation

copies of the position papers stating the issue and

and members interested in hosting a possible

where we stand. We ask you to please read them

seminar. If you use these transportation modes

then make a personal call as well as your family

and are interested, please contact the office and

and friends so they hear our united voice loud and

we’ll get together to get you started immediately.

clear. Final drafts will be available early March.

Thank you!

legislators about PVAs position on a variety of
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Message from the Chief
January 2015

H

appy New 2015 to all our
Veterans and their families.
The year has begun in Chicagoland with our expected sub-zero
temperatures and the all-too-familiar
terrible ending to the Bears’ season.
However: Congrats to the Packers and
the Colts. GO BLACKHAWKS - and
nevermind the Bulls.
This letter from me is specifically for
the caregivers of our many Veterans
with spinal cord injury. I write to
remind you that you need to plan to
take some rest and relaxation time
and renew your energies. I am amazed
every day by the consistent, unrelenting, dedication and care provided by
the caregivers to our Veterans. Caregiving isn’t just a skill, or merely a job:
it is an act of devotion and a labor of
daily loving. But like so many acts of
devotion it takes time and dedication
as well as patience and humility to be
truly successful.
Daily care of a loved one is rewarding in so many, many ways. But at
the same time it is demanding and
often exhausting. I am reminded of
the often quoted example of the frog
and boiling water “If you place a frog
into boiling water, it will immediately
leap out. But if you place it in water at
room temperature and then gradually
heat it, the frog will stay swimming
around until it gets scalded.”
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By Michael S.A. Richardson MD FACP
Chief, Spinal Cord Injury/Disorders

Too often what happens gradually
is not noticed. We adapt to gradual
unpleasantness or stress until we are
irreversibly damaged. The damage
may not be as obvious as scalded skin
or mental breakdown – but it can
often be just as destructive. Too many
years of too little sleep; too many days
of incorrect lifting and turning techniques; too often battling over pain
medications or skin breakdown. The
years of worry gradually take their
invisible toll on the caregiver – as well
as the Veteran. But in this letter for
the caregiver I want to remind you to
take time to recover, rest, renew. Take
time for RESPITE.

(14) are permitted at any one
respite stay. I will
respond with a
letter confirming or suggesting alternate
dates. Once the letter of approval is
sent then the bed is assured. Travel
is arranged for those eligible (speak
with your Social Work SCI Coordinator). Admission is before 2pm on the
agreed day. Admission is never on a
weekend or a holiday.

Respite care is a benefit provided by
the VHA Spinal Care System for you
the caregiver. It is for you to have
some time for yourself and allow your
loved one to be taken care of for at
least 14 days at the SCI Center. Respite
care has to be planned. The dates have
to be agreed on. We need to know all
about the medications and the routines. It can’t be just tacked on to an
inpatient stay at the last minute. Most
importantly the respite stay should
be thought of as a scheduled, stable,
period when usual daily care is being
provided by trained nurses and physicians. So it isn’t a time for general
investigation of some long-standing
lump or pain condition.

Only thirty (30) days total respite
days can be provided in any one year.
Veterans with paid Nursing Home
care aren’t eligible for respite care.
Respite care provided in home can be
provided for only six (6) hours each
day. Respite days cannot be accumulated year to year.

Please write me with the dates being
requested at least 2 weeks in advance.
Any number of days up to fourteen

So what are the limitations on
Respite Care?

There is a whole year ahead to plan, so
in partnership with the Veteran - plan
to maintain your best health for 2015.

Caregivers: Thank you for caring and
thank you for giving care.

Veterans: Thank you for your service
to your country and thank you for
allowing us to serve you now.
Happy New Year to all.

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Service Officer’s Report
Veteran Seeking Benefits through U.S.C.S 1151 or Federal Tort Claims
Before the 1940s, veterans did not have
several options to fight back against the
federal government. However, the present-day system offers more options to
protect personal and veteran freedoms.
38 United States Code Service Section
1151 claim is one such tool. However,
filing the claim is a tedious process that
needs to get off to the right start.

What is the Section 1151 Claim?
38 United States Code Service 1151
claims against any veteran hospital,
physician, nurse or general health care
provider who has committed medical
malpractice. If the VA concludes that
under Section 1151 that medical negligence occurred, the affected service
member receives compensation. If the
service member dies during medical
treatment, the veteran’s children, spouse,
other family members or estate receives
the benefits.

Filing the Claim
The VA medical doctor, nurse or
employee admitting his or her mistake
would be the ideal situation in a Section 1151 claim. The veteran, or family,
receives compensation and a sense of
closure from the acknowledgment of the
hospital’s error.
In many cases, however, the VA medical provider refuses to divulge any
faults, which leaves the disabled veteran
and his or her loved ones in a tough
spot. They must now decide whether to
pursue a VA claim against the hospital.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

Remember, Federal Tort Claims Act
(FTCA) act is different from a Section 1151 claim. FTCAs can only be
filed within two years of the injury as
opposed to Section 1151 claims that have
no time limit. Also, an FTCA is a lawsuit
against the United States government,
meaning a veteran is the plaintiff in a
court of law, represented by a lawyer and
required to testify in front of a federal
judge. If the veteran wins an FTCA, he
or she receives monetary damages from
the federal government.
38 United States Code Service Section
1151 claims are different. Compensation occurs once criteria pursuant to 38
U.S.C.S. Section 1310. Lawyers are not
allowed to represent veterans in 1151
claims. The veteran fills out a VA 1151
form with sufficient proof that the injury
was as a result of medical malpractice.
The required proof is where 1151s get a
little complex. A medical wrong in the
eyes of a veteran might not be wrong
lawfully; especially if a veteran received
a warning via consent forms alerting
them to the possible consequences of
treatment. Complex surgeries usually
come with such a form of consent, and
doctors cannot always prevent injury or
death during such high-risk operations.
For a VA 1151 claim to be considered,
the injured veteran or surviving family
members would need to prove that the
doctor was negligent in some manner.

by Mr. Winston Woodard III
Senior Benefits Advocate

Negligent behavior includes:
• The victim did not receive a consent
form relating to the risks of the
procedure.
• The injury occurred because of
inaccurately administered medical
treatment.
• The injury was not related to the
care received—for example, an
infected incision in the leg when
the veteran had open-heart surgery.
The most important part of the list
above is the first one. The most indisputable fact in an 1151 claim is that the
doctor did not provide the veteran with
some prior acknowledgment of the risks
of treatment. After the medical wrong
has occurred, the injured veteran must
be able to prove that his or her life suffered from the aftermath of the surgery.
Once again, without sufficient evidentiary support of medical malpractice,
the veteran’s claim is not considered.
Before filing the claim, a veteran should
seek a second opinion from a medical
expert with no affiliation in the VA.
A private physician can examine the
veteran’s medical records and provide
an objective analysis of the results. This
expert witness makes any claim viable
in the eyes of the law. Gaining objective
expert opinion should be the first step
in filing the application.
If you feel you may meet the criteria
and the circumstance seem applicable,
please contact your Paralyzed Veterans
of America NSO/SBA to review the
claim.
5
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Sports & Recreation

T

6

he events ending the calendar
year topped off another fine year
of success for 2015. In kicking the new
fiscal year into full gear, our chapter
sports program was successful in
assisting PVA Sports in hosting the
Land of Lincoln Annual Bass Tournament at Rend Lake in southern Illinois; the third stop on the PVA Bass
Tour (a B.A.S.S. Sanctioned Event).

We’re about to submit a bid for the
2016 tournament and may be looking
into hosting it this year ourselves in
Springfield pending necessary volunteer base availability and logistic
support and PVA Sports approval. The
idea comes in light of the proximity to
our sister chapters and the fact that we
will likely have more corporate exposure and financial support.

We arranged to network with key individuals to help ensure that volunteers
were once again recruited, which is the
most critical aspect of the tournament.
Another aspect we were involved in
was ensuring to fund the event. This
was the first year we provided financial
assistance in about three years. The
other aspect we covered was contacting and paying for all the catering, the
tents, tables and chairs, the state park
where the affair happened, dining and
partner pairing facility, getting live
bait for the bank, arranging for and
managing raffle items, goodie bags, an
ice vendor, a golf cart, photography,
insurance and more.

This year our chapter had 5 members
attending. Chapter member Steve
Ronning caught a 3.14 lbs bass placing him in 10th place on the first
day during Open Division while the
winner Arthur Hunt of Harrisburg,
IL caught 5 bass weighing a total of
just over 11 lbs. Big Bass was caught
by Aurthur weighing 3.77 lbs. First
place Bank Division went to chapter
member Terry Bowers and his teammate who reel in fish weighing a total
of almost 10 pounds. Members Bob
Arciola, Chuck Willis and Charlie
Johnson had an enjoyable day on the
water, but didn’t weigh in qualifying
fish.

The event was a huge success and perhaps the best tournament in several
years with almost 100 percent boats
weighing in bass and bank anglers
tearing it up. We do need to recruit
more PVA anglers in 2016’s event.

On the 2nd day of competition, chapter member Steve Ronning and his
partner Brennen McCord of west
Frankfort, IL placed 9th weighing in 4
bass totaling nearly 10 lbs and member
Charlie Johnson and his partner Jay

Ash of Grovetown, GA caught 3 bass
that weighed just over 7 lbs placing
them in 14th place in the Open Division. Chuck Willis caught 1 bass putting him in the lower end of weigh-in
and member Bob Arciola enjoyed
another splendid day on the lake without any qualifying bass to weigh-in.
1st place winner was Will Tennyson
of Sessor, IL and teammate Ken Borroughs of West Frankfort, IL who had
a very productive day weighing in a
wonderful 16.11 lbs and Lunker bass
at 4.85 lbs! Terry Bowers once again
won the Bank Division weighing in
fish that totaled 9.26 lbs and he also
won big fish a 6.59 lbs catfish!
The final event for the calendar year
ended with our annual Christmas
Luncheon at Hines VA Hospital.
Members were served by an abundance of cheerful volunteers and ate
a ham and turkey dinner with all the
fixings and dessert! Members were
given $10 and enjoyed a raffle and live
entertainment which included traditional music, songs, dancing.
The Hines VAH Windy City rollers
already had a meeting to kick-start
2016 National Veterans activities and
a second meeting is scheduled for athletes wanting to attend sports activities at their expense on Wednesday,

Land of Lincoln VPVA B.A.S.S. Tournament 2014. Photos by Summersville Studio
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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February 4, 2015 at the SCI Multipurpose room at 12 noon.

10-pointer weighing 162 lbs, and
Charlie Johnson tagged a nice doe!
If you’re interested in deer or other
hunts, please let us know and you’ll be
contacted!

Applications to attend the 35th
National Veterans Veterans Wheelchair Games (held June 21-26th) were
The chapter calendar of events is comsent out and are available for download at www.wheelchairgames.org. The posed and available. It will change as
dates and events
applications
are added and
must be in by
Applications
to
attend
the
35th
determined, so
April 15th but
National
Veterans
Veterans
please check out
if your chapter
the newsletter
is sponsorWheelchair Games (held June
or contact us
ing you or
21-26th) were sent out and
for a new one
the Hines
are available for download at
soon. Please do
VA Windy
www.wheelchairgames.org.
not forget to
City Rollers
take advantage
is sponsorof our member Life Enjoyment Fund
ing you, please notify them as soon
available to all voting members of
as possible to learn about any criteria
Vaughan; you are eligible for up to a
and deadlines each organization may
$150 dollar reimbursement that can be
require. Each of their deadlines are
used to attend movies, theaters, balldefinitely much sooner.
games and much more. Please call if
you have a question.
The Vaughan Chapter/National PVA
Trapshoot event is being held on July
10-12th in Edwardsville, IL (just north Lastly, just a few events coming soon
between now and our next newsletter
and east of St. Louis) and will be the
last trapshoot event of the 19th circuit. to look forward to:
• 9th Paul Kolb Memorial Corned
Beef & Cabbage Dinner Alpine BanIn November, members Charlie Johnquet Haus – 6pm March 21st
son, Steve Roning and Bob Arciola
• 29th National Disabled Veterans
attended a few accessible deer hunts
Winter Sports Clinic Snowmass Vilthis past season tagging deer galore!
lage, CO. March 29-April 3rd
Steve tagged a field dressed 9-pointer
weighing 172 lbs, Bob tagged a

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

• Chicago Memorial Day Parade May
23rd
• Hines VAH Local Wheelchair
Games May 30th
• 14th Annual Castaway Disabilities
Fishing Event June 6-13th (Registration deadline soon.)
Sports program team meetings: February 11th, February 25th, March 18th,
April 15th.
We are planning and need help once
again for 2016; will you please consider
calling to start?
Thank you!

Members Robert Arciola (top) and Steve
Ronning at the disabled deer hunt.
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VAUGHAN CHAPTER 2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1-800-727-2234
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9th Paul Kolb Memorial Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner
Alpine Banquet Haus – 6pm

March 21st , 2015

29th National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic
Snowmass Village, CO.

March 29th – April 3, 2015

Chicago Memorial Day Parade

May 23rd, 2015

Hines VAH Local Wheelchair Games

May 30th , 2015

14th Annual Castaway Disabilities Fishing Event
Iowa City VA Medical Center (319) 358-5962

June 6th – 13th, 2015

GLASA (Great Lakes Adaptive Sports)
Registration at www.glasa.org

June 12th, 2015

Abilities Expo, Renaissance Schaumburg Convention Center
Admission is FREE Friday & Saturday 11am – 5pm Sunday 11am – 4 pm

June 12th – 14th, 2015

VPVA Busse Woods Fishing Derby
Busse Woods Forest Preserve, Elk Grove Village IL
FREE Lunch 10am – 3pm

June 20th, 2015

35th National Veterans Wheelchair Games Dallas, TX
Registration at www.pva.org 1 800-424-8200

June 21st – 26th, 2015

Vaughan/National PVA Trap shoot Tournament

July 10th – 12th, 2015

The Rockin for the Troops Concert
Cantigny Park, Wheaton IL $25.00

July 18th, 2015

12th Annual Disability Pride Parade

July 18th, 2015

29th National Veterans Golden Age Games, Omaha Nebraska
www.vetransgoldenagegames.va.gov

August 8th – 12th, 2015

Candlelight Bowling (town & Country Lanes) Joliet, IL
Operation Welcome You Home

August 15, 2015

Valor Games Midwest
Illinois Warrior Summit

August 18-20, 2015

VPVA Annual Picnic

September 5th, 2015

RSVP to the Chapter office

TEE Tournament
Iowa City, IA Contact; Kirk Sickels 319-358-5963

September 7th - 10th, 2015

Revolutionary War Reenactment, Cantigny Park Wheaton, IL

September 12th – 13th, 2015

The National Veterans Summer Sports Clinic, San Diego, CA

September 13-18, 2015

The 17th Annual Rend Lake Shooting Classic for Persons
with Disabilities, Whittington, Illinois

September 19, 2015

Veterans Day

November 11th , 2015

5th Annual Chicago Mobility Works Expo & Conference
Tinley Park Convention Center (11a.m – 5pm)

November 14th, 2015

“Land of Lincoln” PVA B.A.S.S Tournament
Rend Lake, Mount Vernon, IL

TBA

American Legion Hall Thanksgiving Dinner

November 26th, 2015

Christmas Luncheon at Hines VA, Auditorium
RSVP to Chapter Office

December 2nd, 2015

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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PVA Priorities for the First Session of the 114th Congress

A

s the 114th Congress opened, Paralyzed Veterans of
America (PVA) recently outlined our priorities to the
leadership in the House of Representatives and the Senate.
In letters to Speaker of the House John Boehner (R-OH)
and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), PVA
presented the following issues for consideration:

Legislative Program Priorities (Veterans Issues):
1. Implementation of P.L. 113-146, the “Veterans Access,
Choice, and Accountability Act.”
2. Expand Eligibility for the VA Comprehensive Care		
giver Program
3. Reinstate Capacity Reporting Requirement for SCI 		
Service and other Specialized Services.
4. Improve Benefits for Catastrophically Disabled Veterans to Include Beneficiary Travel for Priority Group
4 and Additional Automobile Grants.
5. Procreative Services for Catastrophically Disabled 		
Veterans.

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

Advocacy Program Priorities
(Disability Community Issues):
1. Addressing Air Carrier Access Problems for People
with Disabilities.
2. Strengthening and Protecting Social Security.
3. Complex Rehabilitation Technology.

Organizational Issues:
1. Addressing the Problem with Vehicle Donation Valuation for Charities
For more information on each of these priorities, please
visit www.pva.org or contact the PVA National Government Relations staff.
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Paralyzed Veterans Sports & Recreatio n Schedule
For more information contact PVA Sports at 800-424-8200 or www.pva.org/sports

Annual PVA /AWBA Bowling
Tournament Series Schedule
PVA National Shooting Sports Circuit
Mountain States
PVA Tournament
August 21–24, 2014
Colorado Springs, CO

Florida Gulf Coast
PVA Tournament
April 24–26, 2015
Tampa, FL

Cal-Diego PVA Tournament
September 12–14, 2014
Fountain Valley, CA

AWBA National Event
National Event
June 8–13, 2015
Tampa, FL

Nevada PVA Tournament
December 4–7, 2014
Las Vegas, NV

PVA Handcycling Schedule
Melbourne Marathon
February 1, 2015
Melbourne, FL

Oak Ridge TT/RR
May 16–17, 2015
Oak Ridge, TN

Gasparilla Criterium
March 20–22, 2015
Tampa, FL

Paracyling Nationals
May 23–25, 2015
Chattanooga, TN

Redlands Classic
April 9–13, 2015
Redlands, CA

Wichita Omnium
May 28–31, 2015
Wichita, KS

Clocktower Classic
April 23–26, 2015
Rome, GA

Run for the Dream
May 30–31, 2015
Williamsburg, VA

Pittsburgh Marathon
May 3, 2015
Pittsburgh, PA

Treasure Valley Grand Prix
June 5–7, 2015
Nampa, ID

Annual PVA /NWPA Billiards
Tournament Series Schedule

Mid-South PVA Tournament
October 17–19, 2014
Memphis, TN

Mountain States PVA Tournament
May 15–17, 2015
Fountain, CO

Mid-Atlantic PVA Tournament
March 20–22, 2015
Midlothian, VA

New England PVA Tournament
May 30–31, 2015
(Not a NWPA event)
Clinton, MA

Mid-America PVA Tournament
April 10–12, 2015
Oklahoma City, OK

Buckeye PVA Tournament
June 19–20, 2015
(Not a NWPA event)
Independence, OH
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June 21–26, 2015
Dallas, TX
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Keystone PVA Tournament
August 29–31, 2014
Jefferson Hills, PA

Nevada PVA Tournament
March 20–22, 2015
Las Vegas, NV

North Central PVA Tournament
September 6–7, 2014
Sioux Falls, SD

Cal-Diego PVA Tournament
March 27–29, 2015
Redlands, CA
Pistol & Rifle Shoot
March 27, 2015
Lytle Creek, CA

Lone Star PVA Tournament
October 17–19, 2014
Fort Worth, TX
Pistol & Rifle Shoot
October 17, 2014
Fort Worth, TX
Arizona PVA Tournament
October 25–26, 2014
Tucson, AZ
Pistol & Rifle Shoot
October 25, 2014
Tucson, AZ
Mid-Atlantic PVA Tournament
November 7–9, 2014
Richmond, VA
Florida Gulf Coast
PVA Tournament
March 12–14, 2015
Odessa, FL

Iowa PVA Tournament
May 15–17, 2015
Cedar Rapids, IA
Mid-America PVA Tournament
May 22– 24, 2015
Sedgwick, KS
Colonial PVA Tournament
June 5–7, 2015
Baltimore, MD
Vaughan/National
PVA Tournament
Circuit Year-End
July 10–12, 2015
Edwardsville, IL

Annual PVA Air Rifle & Air Pistol
Program Schedule
Cal-Diego PVA Tournament
January 26–27,2015
Point Loma, CA

Buckeye PVA Tournament
May 15–16, 2015
Geneva, OH

Mid-Atlantic PVA Tournament
March 12, 2015
Richmond, VA

Camp Pendleton
September 15–16, 2015
Camp Pendleton, CA

2014–15 Paralyzed Veterans of America
Bass Tour
Mid-America PVA Tournament
September 26–28, 2014
Eufaula, OK – Lake Eufaula

Kentucky-Indiana PVA Tournament
April 17–19, 2015
Gilbertsville, KY – Kentucky Lake

Southeastern PVA Tournament
October 10–12, 2014
Appling, GA – Clarks Hill Lake

Mid-Atlantic PVA Tournament
May 29–31, 2015
Richmond, VA – James River

Vaughan/National
PVA Tournament
October 24–26, 2014
Mt. Vernon, IL – Rend Lake

National PVA Tournament
June 5–7, 2015
LaPlata, MD – Potomac River

Florida Gulf Coast
PVA Tournament
March 27–29, 2015
Kissimmee, FL – Lake Toho

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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How Safe Are Your Savings?
By Denny Boller

W

e who serve our Nation in
the military can be stationed

To ensure that financial institutions report

predatory in their energetic and enthusiastic

in many locations during our

the allegedly abandoned accounts to them,

enforcement of the escheat laws. For them,

time in service. We move from base to base

states place large daily fines on a financial

the optimum part of escheat is cheat, as in

across the country and around the world. It

institution if they do not report that you

cheat you out of your savings so they can

used to be that when you moved to a new

have not contacted the institution within a

seize and spend your money on something

location, no one wanted to accept your

certain time period. If you have moved and

truly frivolous. This is an example of gov-

check from the other side of the country.

not kept your address current, then guess

ernment perverting a law for its own ends

You had to get a local account. During our

what? Or even worse,

travels, we found investment opportunities

you receive a notifica-

to help us prepare for retirement or fund

tion letter that looks

our children’s education. Some veterans may

like all of the other

have multiple accounts in different states

junk mail and you

need to talk with some-

Don’t get caught

around the country.

throw it away. The

one, don’t go it alone.

short. You do not

financial institution

that was created to

Veterans, if you are in
a period of crisis and

protect people. It is
done all the time.

want to be blind-

WARNING: If you have an account that you

is covered; however,

have not checked up on in a while, your

all of your hard earned monies are declared

ings that you were counting on, need, but

state may and will seize it as being aban-

abandoned, seized and transferred into the

now you must fight your state government.

doned under what are known as escheat

state’s general fund to be spent on whatever

If you have ever watched a crime show

laws. These laws were originally adopted to

they feel like.

on TV, in at least one episode they like to

sided and lose sav-

make the point that ignorance of the law is

keep some disreputable financial institutions
from hiding unclaimed property on their

Thinking about this, there are things I do

no excuse. Protect yourself and your hard

books with the hope that no one would

not fully understand. Courts normally do not

earned savings and investments.

notice. After a sufficient period of time they

declare a missing person to be legally dead

would take it. Along came the escheat laws

for 7 years. However, the money seeking

Veterans, if you are in a period of crisis and

that were designed specifically to stop this

states can now declare that you have aban-

need to talk with someone, don’t go it

practice. It must have been a real problem in

doned your account in as few as 2 years.

alone. Make a confidential call to the Veter-

the past if the laws were needed in the first

How is that? Even if you list an account on

ans’ Crisis Line at 800-273-TALK (8255), and

place.

your federal and state tax returns, pay taxes

Press 1. They are available 24/7/365. Brother,

on that account every year, they can attempt

sister, you are not alone. There is help to get

to seize it under escheat laws.

you through a difficult period in your life –

Here we are many years later and a lot of

call them. Or you can use the veterans chat

states are looking for more money to spend.
Tax revenues are not enough. It seems like

If you want to learn about the escheat laws

line which is there for you 24/7. You may

some state governments spend their citizens’

in your home state, then search the internet

chat online or text professional responders at

tax dollars like a drunken individual buying

for “escheat time period by state.” Multiple

838255. The online chat URL is www.veter-

rounds for the house. They are ravenous for

sites are available. Make and keep a contact

anscrisisline.net.

money and guess what they found – your

list of all your accounts. I say this because

bank account or investment just sitting there

there are some states that border on being

ripening for the taking.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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LIFE ENJOYMENT FUND

V

oting MEMBERS! Attend a
sports or recreational event such

as a ballgame, dinner, theatre and send
in the receipt with an expense report
then tell us how accessible the facility was such as parking and entrance
or bathroom and counters, and if you
recommend the place pointing out any
problems you’d like us to address, if
needed, and get fully reimbursed up
to $150.00 per year! Yes, that’s correct
refunded up to $150.00 per year! You
can use the funds to cover the travel,
lodging and food (NO ALCOHOL)
or event ticket/s. if you use a partial
amount of the $150.00; the remainder is available till the fiscal year ends!

choice care
continued from page 1

direct your care to the most qualified providers available.
Under the new law, eligible veterans may opt to receive non-VA care if one of
two primary conditions is met:
1) If a veteran lives more than 40 miles from any VA health care facility (either a
major medical center or a community-based outpatient clinic), then he/she is
eligible for “choice” care; or
2) If a veteran is already enrolled in the VA health care system, has sought an
appointment for care, and the veteran cannot be seen within 30 days of the
desired date, he or she is also eligible for “choice.”
Note, there is no blanket authorization for veterans to receive care outside of
the VA. You must meet the aforementioned distance, or wait-time requirement!
In order to verify your eligibility for “choice,” you must have enrolled in the VA
health care system. The cards will be distributed in three phases:

Call us now for ANY question/s! We’re
absolutely serious, so try us! Can you
believe only a few members use this
fund every year? Neither can I, so let’s
let the cat out of the bag and go do
something with our precious summertime and great weather while it lasts!

FREE FOR DISABLED VET
Bruno, Turning Seat
Contact: Sheila Smilgis
at 630-529-1527
Cemetery lot
contact: Stephanie Tumminello
at 847-356-3207

FOR SALE
1999 handicap Van
Asking price $10K
only has 20,000 miles
Interested please contact
Pat Russo at 630-985-1762.
12

PHASE 1: Beginning on November 5, 2014, VA will mail cards to all veterans
who live more than 40 miles from the nearest VA facility.
PHASE 2: By early December, VA will mail cards to all veterans who have
sought care from the VA and have currently been waiting more than 30 days.
PHASE 3: Finally, by January 2015, VA will mail cards to all remaining
enrolled veterans.
Simply receiving a “choice” card does not automatically make you eligible to
seek care outside of the VA. If you experience any difficulty with your access to
SCl/D care at the VA, or in reporting your concerns related to “choice” care, you
should contact your local PVA National Service Office (see the attached contact
list). You can also call the PVA Medical Services Helpline at (800) 232-1782
or the VA SCl/D System of Care Helpline at (206) 582-4624. If you experience
problems with “choice” care, you can also e-mail the PVA National Office at
ChoiceCare@pva.org to report those concerns.
Your feedback is welcomed and much appreciated.
Sincerely,
Homer S. Townsend, Jr.			
Executive Director			

Al Kovach, Jr.
National President
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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NEVER MISS A MOMENT

Solutions for a Better Life
MobilityWorks provides greater
independence to Veterans
in Chicago.
As the nation’s largest mobility
dealer, we offer:

Free First Year
Maintenance
on Mobility Conversion with the
purchase of any Van or Truck*
*Cannot be combined with other offers.
Offer expires 5/31/2015.

Rent 2 Days
Get 3rd Day Free#
Rental must be for 3 consecutive days
and on one invoice.
Pre-scheduled appointment required.
Offer expires 5/31/2015.
Limit one coupon per customer.

#

• Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Honda
and Toyota accessible vehicles
• Service and Maintenance
• Rental Vans
• Roadside Assistance
Contact us today, so that we can
evaluate your needs and find a
solution that best fits your lifestyle.

CALL
to schedule an
appointment

888-378-9166

MobilityWorks of Chicago
PLAINFIELD — 23855 W Andrew Rd
SKOKIE — 5050 Dempster St
VILLA PARK — 155 E. North Ave

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!
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both hands on the wheel !

Digital Accelerator Ring
optimized for speed

DARIOS is VA accepted.

KEMPF features nationwide free at-home pick-up
and delivery and at-home service.

KEMPF is a NMEDA member.

Visit: www.kempf-usa.com to find videos and comments from users and to request a quotation.

Call Toll-free: 1-888-4-KEMPF-US (453-6738) for
a free DVD and free brochure.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Vaughan PVA
2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501
Westchester, IL 60154

M E M B E R S A N D S TA F F E N J OY I N G T H E H O L I D AY PA R T Y

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 251
Schaumburg, IL

