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VPVA Sports & Recreation Events

T

his is a progress report over the last
few months as we continue to serve
members. We continued to meet and
teleconference, and finally, thanks to members
input a policy for our program is submitted
to the Chapter Board to be adopted as was a
budget for FY 2016.
Chapter members also participated in the
National Golden Age Games early August and
the Midwest Valor Games Chicago at Soldier
Field later that month. We were fortunate to
also have on hand both NSOs, the Executive Director, our Sports and Recreation and
Advocacy and Legislation Director’s assisting
during the Expo which was held in conjunction at Soldier Field.
The Chapter Annual Picnic was held on a
beautiful day in September and many members enjoyed not just the weather,
but old and new friendships and
acquaintances along with great
entertainment, food and fun!
We really couldn’t ask for a more
enjoyable day with all that, our
wonderful volunteers and tasty
food! Thank you all for your hard
work in making it a great time!

about four additional members to participate
in the VA TEE Games in Iowa with our Chapter bus. A little later in the month we had three
members attend the IDNR Trapshoot at Rend
Lake Shooting Club in Southern Illinois. We
also supported a number of RCF members to
attend a lunch and fundraiser event put on
at Cog Hill to raise money for RCF outings
within Recreation Service at Hines and in
early October a table was filled with members
attending the Combined Veterans Association annual “Person of the Year” dinner. These
events are all for your enjoyment and it’s fair
to say that everyone continues to have a great
time together.
Our next few events coming up in November
is a SCI Veterans Day Luncheon (for inpatients
continued on page 6

Also in September, the Chapter
sent four members to attend two
Chicago Bears preseason football
games from RCF. We bought the
tickets and provided our bus as
well. We also managed to assist

a member chapter of the paralyzed veterans of america

–

chartered by the congress of the united states

November 2015

the Wheel

Vaughan Chapter PVA Office
2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501
Westchester, IL 60154
phone: 708-947-9790
fax: 708-947-9755
pvachvaug@mindspring.com
vpva@vaughanpva.org
Chapter Director
Homer S. Townsend, Jr., National Executive Director

National Board of Directors
Gene Crayton
Leonard Selfon

John Ring
Robert Arciola

Bill Lawson

Hospital Liaison

Advocacy Director

Arthur H. Wolf
Gustave Horn

Robert A. Arciola

Sports Director
Raymond Hodor

Fundraising Director
Theotis D. Smith, Jr

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to Paralyzed Veterans of America, Vaughan Chapter
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. On your next purchase, please
support us using this link. http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-6156338

In Loving Memory

Vaughan Chapter mourns the
passing of our members.

STAFF
Maria Hernandez, Executive Director
Administrative Assistant, Ofelia Raygoza

Service Officers
Winston Woodard, III
Hines VA Hospital
708-202-5623

Robert Statam
Chicago Office
312-980-4278

DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY:
With respect to documents available on this newsletter, neither the Vaughan PVA nor its
officers or employees makes any warranty express or implied, including the warranties
of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately
owned rights. Portions of this newsletter contain information regarding medical treatment
or upon which medical treatment discussions may be based. That information is subject
to the same policy and disclaimer notices set forth herein. No decisions regarding medical
care, psychological care, or treatment should be made on the basis of information contained on this newsletter alone. The responsibility for filing out any Forms, or for proper
medical treatment rests with the individual and his or her treating physician. This newsletter
does not contain any legal advice, nor should it be relied on for such. Anything contained
herein is solely for informational purposes and should NOT be relied on when making legal
decisions. Decisions regarding legal matters should only be made after consulting with an
attorney. Reference on this newsletter to any specific commercial products, process or service by trade name, trademark, manufacture, or otherwise does not constitute or imply its
endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the Vaughan PVA, its officers or employees.
The view and opinions of Independent authors regarding such products or processes do not
necessarily reflect those of the Vaughan PVA, its officers or employees. All references to this
organization shall not be used for advertising or project endorsement.

Gordon A. Mettler
7/27/15
William Heft
8/21/15
Edmund J. Zielinski
8/28/15

Larry & Lucie Thorsen
815-258-2716

The Wheel is published four times a year by the Vaughan Chapter Paralyzed
Veterans of America, 2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501 Westchester, IL 60154
in the interest of Chapter members. Membership in Vaughan PVA entitles
you to a free subscription to the Wheel. Postmaster: send changes of address
to Vaughan PVA, 2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501 Westchester, IL 60154
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PVA Executive Director’s Report

By Maria Hernandez
Executive Director

Vaughan PVA Members; It has

been an honor to serve you this year
2015, and hope to continue serving
you and continue working together on
our mission and our eight mandated
programs. I encourage you to continue calling our office for any need or
question you have. It is our job to give
you the best service and to accommodate your needs. As you already know,
we will have our Christmas luncheon
on December 2nd in the Auditorium at
Hines VA Hospital; I encourage you to
join us with your family and be part
of this celebration and enjoy the food,
entertainment and gifts we have lined
up for you.
Since this is our last newsletter of the
year, I wish you all a Happy Veteran’s
Day and a joyful Thanksgiving Day
and Happy Holidays. Our next newsletter will be out in February, and at
that time we should have our calendar
of upcoming events for 2016. Thank
you everyone for your participation

in the different outings and events we
had throughout the year, hope to see
you again in the upcoming new year.
For those members who passed away
this year my sincerest sympathy to the
families of. George A. Beck, Daniel L.
Newell, Perry E. Gilbertson, Edmund
J. Zielinski, Ralphel N. Echols,
Jerry W. Steward, John O. Johnson,
Terry L. Hammond, William Heft,
Gerald J. DeCapp, Gordon A. Mettler
and Harvest Steele.

A

nd special thanks for all the
volunteers who gave their time
and hard work at our different events
and outings, none of this would have
been possible if it wasn’t for their
love and dedication to serve our veterans. Thank you to all of them for
supporting our mission.
Thank you for letting me served you,
Sincerely,
Maria Hernandez, Vaughan PVA, E.D.

(Left to right) Nathan Terry, Cecilia Arroyo, Angelica Mora, David Perez, Marilyn
Antwine, Mike Walen, Patrick Brock, Ed Millar and Reinaldo Hernandez.

2016 VAUGHAN PVA
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
WEDNESDAYS

January 27th
June 22nd
February 24th
July 27th
March 23rd
August 24th
April 27th
September 28th
May 25th
October 26th
Hines VA Hospital
Bldg #128 SCI Multipurpose Room
at 12:00 (noon) CST
If not able to attend in person
you may also join via conference call
at 877-393-1772 and use option 2

Vaughan PVA Members
Call Us on your Birthday
for a FREE Gift to You
on behalf of
Vaughan Chapter PVA.
(800) 727-2234

(state your name when joining the meeting)
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Message from the Chief
Good Day to All,
Greetings again from the Center
and from your Chief. The ending of
summer has brought the ending of
many programs and personnel in our
SCI System of Care at Hines, however
the new Fiscal year brings new initiatives and opportunities. One of the
most exciting of these new activities is
the extension of our therapists’ utilization of the exoskeleton devices available on the market or in production.
During the past year we, like many
other VA SCI Centers, have continued
to utilize these robotic exoskeletons to
train, improve, and assess functional
abilities in our patients. While working with selected patients, two of the
therapists here at Hines found that
there appears to be benefits not only
for injured spinal cord patients but
also potential benefits for gait training
in Veterans with multiple sclerosis.
This finding was detailed in a poster
at the recent National Conference
and provides evidence of potential
increased value for this device. We
plan to be involved in partnership
with the Milwaukee Center in the
new collaborative study led by Dr.
Ann Spungen at the Bronx VAMC
investigating the utility and benefits of
the device using a case control study
design.
Overall we have enlarged our commitment to community activities and recreational sports for our Veterans with
SCI/D building upon the Wellness
4

program initiated this year to encourage greater independence and exercise.
The partnership with the PVA PAVE
program continues, but has suffered from the unexpected loss of the
PAVE employment specialist who was
housed here at Hines. We have however filled the vacancy for our VHA
vocational specialist who continues to
provide excellent evaluation, training,
and guidance for employment support.
This time of year always presents challenges in travel into and out of the
Center. This is particularly true for
those Veterans who live in Wyoming
or the Michigan peninsula and may
have limited, or no, travel benefits. The
Fisher House option for family members remains on a space available basis
and the SCI Coordinators work hard
to find ways to provide travel assistance within the VHA and VBA rules
that are in place. Making the effort to
travel for the annual preventive examination can be difficult, but I continue
to encourage each and every member
in our registry to remember how vital
the “ounce” of prevention can be. It is
always more difficult to cure than to
prevent. Believing everything is alright
isn’t the same as having the checkup
to confirm that nothing is wrong. Flu
shots, medication renewals, simple
wheelchair adjustments can all be
done at the local spoke clinic or facility; however the evaluations at the SCI
Center are vital (and recommended)
and allow security and peace of mind

By Michael S.A. Richardson MD FACP
Chief, Spinal Cord Injury/Disorders

for the coming
year.
Every Veteran
with SCI should
know your AE
month, read your
laboratory results, ask questions about
your diabetes or hypertension or cholesterol control, record the date and
time of your next scheduled appointments. In other words – take interest
in and charge of your health care.
Your caring is necessary to keep you
well. Discuss your healthcare wishes
including advance directives and
preferences for treatment with your
significant other and your provider.
Commit to a new healthcare goal
for this year and then work hard to
achieve it.
I say it often, and I mean it sincerely
each time. Thank you each for the
Service you gave to our Country and
thank you for now allowing us to give
service to you. It is an honor to care
for your health and wellbeing. However it is a partnership. And like all
partnerships it takes both sides to be
successful. I am grateful to continue to
lead this Hines SCI Service and provide care to each Veteran.

“Happy Thanksgiving when it comes”
Michael S.A. Richardson MD, FACP
Interim Chief, SCI/D Service
Memphis VAMC
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Service Officer’s Report

I

Burial and Memorial Benefits

t is often difficult for us to think
of preparing ourselves for the
unavoidable, things such as
preparing the burial arrangements for
a loved one. We all choose to approach
this bridge when the time comes,
but it’s not a bad idea to know what
the “Burial and Memorial Benefits”
consist of. For instant, almost all
veterans are eligible for military
honors, which may be requested by
the family’s funeral director. There
are a number of benefits under 38
U.S.C. 2301-2308, Chapter 23, such
as flags, funeral expenses, death in
department facility, plot allowance,
claims for reimbursement, person
eligible under prior law, headstones,
markers and burial receptacles, death
from service connected disability, and
transportation of deceased veteran to a
national cemetery.
Burial in a VA national cemetery is
available for eligible veterans, spouses,
and dependents at no cost. Veterans,
active duty service members, and
retired reservists and National Guard
service members, are eligible for
an inscribed headstone or marker.
Meanwhile, it is good to know that
the spouse and dependent children
are eligible for government headstone
or marker only if they are buried in a
national or state veterans’ cemetery. As
these are just a few of many variations
of using the burial and memorial
benefits, we should know that VA will
pay a burial and funeral allowance
of up to $2,000.00 for Veterans who
die from service-connected injuries,
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

and they will pay up to $300.00 for
Veterans who at the time of their
death from non-service-connected
injuries who had been entitled to
receive pension or compensation.
Let’s not forget that the VA will pay
up to $734.00, when the veterans
death occurs in a VA facility, a VA
contracted nursing home or a state
veteran’s nursing home.
As we discussed the burial and funeral
expenses, it is good to know that the
person who bore the Veteran’s burial
expenses may claim reimbursement
from VA, while in some cases VA
will pay the cost of transporting the
remains of a veteran whose death
was service-connected to the nearest
National Cemetery. Although there is
no time limit on filing reimbursement
claims in service-connected death
claims, we should also know that
there is the plot allowance of up to
$734.00, when the Veteran is buried in
a cemetery not under U.S. government
jurisdiction If: the Veteran was

By Robert Statam, NSO III

discharged from active duty because
of the disability, and receiving
compensation or pension, or the
veteran died in a VA facility. Upon
request DoD will provide military
funeral honors consisting of folding
and the presentation of the United
States flag and the playing of Taps.
Finally, we should all be aware of the
Presidential Memorial Certificates
that are issued to recognize the
military service of the honorably
discharged deceased veterans and
person who died in the line of duty.
As I mentioned earlier that these are
a few of the topics covered regarding
the “Burial and Memorial Benefits”
that we our next to kin, relatives, and
loved ones should know.
If you should have any questions
concerning this topic please feel free
to contact Robert Statam, NSO III at
the Chicago VARO, @ (312)980-4278,
or Winston Woodard III, SBA at the
Hines VAMC @ (708)202-5623.

Valor Games Chicago Soldier Field, informational booth left (Robert Arciola), middle
(Robert Statam), right (Winston Woodard, III).
5
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Sports & Recreation
continued from page 1

only) at Hines VAH and our annual
Christmas Dinner (open to all members) at the Hines Auditorium. We
will be focusing much attention and
work this winter on planning spring
activities hosting the Vaughan PVA
Trapshoot and Land of Lincoln Bass
Tournament.
We will continue to hold monthly
meetings and teleconference calls
(please call director for the number)
for obtaining additional support
from membership involvement. Our
new sports policy requires members
seeking Chapter funding to assist in
volunteering at minimum 5 hours for
partial assistance and 10 hours for
consideration for full funding up to
$3,000.00 maximum (no more than 3
events to be funded per member).
All funding is subject to the Board of
Director’s approval and member’s submission of Chapter monthly volunteer
hour reports. Please submit a request
well in advance with details so the
decision can be made. If you have any
question, please call the office and you
will be assisted or provided a contact
for more information.

Soldiers Field, Chicago Bears preseason game on September 3rd. Terry Bowers shooting
at Rend Lake Shooting Classic, September 12

RCF PVA members attending Chicago Bears Game

Annual Chapter Picnic at Hines VA on September 5th

Our Sports & Recreation
Team Meeings / Teleconferences:
Hines VAH at 11AM on Membership
Meeting Dates (unless changed).

RCF PVA members attended a golf outing to fundraise for them.
6
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SPORTS & RECREATION

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
For more information, contact Paralyzed Veterans Sports at 800.424.8200 or pva.org/sports

NEVADA
March 18–20, 2016
Pistol Shoot
March 18, 2016
Las Vegas, NV

MID-ATLANTIC
June 16–18, 2016
James River
Richmond, VA

FLORIDA
GULF COAST
Feb. 26–28, 2016
Tampa, FL

KENTUCKYINDIANA
May 20–22, 2016
Kentucky Lake
Gilbertsville, KY

CAL-DIEGO
Jan. 18–19, 2016
San Diego, CA

BUCKEYE
April 29–30, 2016
Geneva, OH

MID-ATLANTIC
March 10, 2016
Richmond, VA

NATIONAL
TBD

CAL-DIEGO
Oct. 28–29, 2015
San Diego, CA

MID-ATLANTIC
March 18–20, 2016
Midlothian, VA

MOUNTAIN STATES
May 6–8, 2016
Fountain, CO

MID-AMERICA
April 1–3, 2016
Oklahoma City, OK

BUCKEYE*
July 22–24, 2016
Independence, OH

* A non-NWPA sanctioned event

PARALYZED VETERANS
HANDCYCLING SCHEDULE
MARINE CORPS
MARATHON
Oct. 25, 2015
Washington, DC

CAL-DIEGO
TBD

BOCCIA CLINICS

ANNUAL PVA/NWPVA
BILLIARDS TOURNAMENT
SERIES

ANNUAL AIR RIFLE
& PISTOL PROGRAM

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

NEVADA
Dec. 3–6, 2015
Las Vegas, NV

KENTUCKYINDIANA
March 18–20, 2016
Louisville, KY

elchair Game
s
he
W
Sa
lt L
ake City, Utah

IOWA
June 17–19, 2016
Pistol Shoot
June 17, 2016
Cedar Rapids, IA

VAUGHAN
May 13–15, 2016
Rend Lake
Mt. Vernon, IL

NATIONAL
June 10–12, 2016
Potomac River
Waldorf, MD

★

FLORIDA GULF
COAST
March 3–5, 2016
Odessa, FL

COLONIAL
June 3–5, 2016
Baltimore, MD

FLORIDA
GULF COAST
April 1–3, 2016
Lake Toho
Kissimmee, FL

01
2, 2
y
l
June 27-Ju

6

CAL-DIEGO
Jan. 22–24, 2016
Rifle & Pistol Shoot
Jan. 22, 2016
Redlands, CA

VAUGHAN
April 22–24, 2016
Edwardsville, IL

ANNUAL PVA/AWBA
BOWLING TOURNAMENT
SERIES

tional Vetera
Na
ns
h
6t

ARIZONA
Oct. 30–Nov. 1, 2015
Pistol Shoot
Oct. 30, 2015
Tucson, AZ

PARALYZED VETERANS
BASS TOUR

3

PARALYZED VETERANS
NATIONAL SHOOTING
SPORTS CIRCUIT

BLUE GREY RACES
Oct. 31–Nov. 1, 2015
Gettysburg, PA

Updated 10/19/2015
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Advocacy and Legislation Report, August – October 2015

O

ur program has staggered a
little and we’re a bit behind
in meeting objectives we
set out to achieve. However, it’s still
making progress to re-establishing
itself. As some of you know, our past
director had been hospitalized and
has since moved to Michigan. He has
recently been replaced by Chapter
member Robert Arciola who’s agreed
to take on the role. One of the objectives is to meet with state lawmakers.
Our new director has already made a
trip to our State Capital in Springfield
in August to meet the newly elected
Governor Bruce Rauner, a number of
veterans and a local Chapter member
to familiarize him and gain his support to assist in our program work. It
is a goal to make quarterly visits to the
Capital and for our member nearby
to aid in supporting our efforts and
causes as they arise.
While down in Springfield, the governor signed into law Senate Bill 107
which provides a multi-tiered set of
exemptions from local property taxes
for homeowners who have a serviceconnected injury, with a disability of
at least 30 percent. Veterans with a disability of 30 to 49 percent, as certified
by the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs, would receive a $2,500 annual
exemption. Those with disabilities of
between 50 to 69 percent would qualify for a $5,000 yearly exemption. And
qualified homes of wounded veterans
with a service-connected disability of
at least 70 percent would be exempted

8

from all property tax payments.
Awardees must re-apply annually.

make a call or come out to a board
meeting to support an advance on this
important issue.

Census figures show there are nearly
28,000 veterans with service-related
On September 17th, the director also
disabilities in Illinois. In addition,
met at the office with a very important
nearly 14,000 property tax exemptions contact from the disability organizawere awarded
tion - Access
to veterans in
Living in ChiCensus figures show there
2013, according
cago to discuss
are nearly 28,000 veterans
to the Illinois
their role and
Department
with service-related disabili- involvement in
of Revenue. A
the community
ties in Illinois. In addition,
second goal is
and how we
re-establishing
can perhaps
nearly 14,000 property tax
contact and netcollaborate
exemptions were awarded
working with
in serving
other veteran
together to
to veterans in 2013…
service orgamake most of
nizations and
our combined
state disability organizations.
efforts. We agreed to meet at their
center in Chicago on November 10th
In September, the director met with
and he will present our membership at
the Combined Veterans Association of our October meeting what they proIllinois (CVA) where the elections of
vide Chicago residents.
its officers took place and reports were
provided. He also attended the CVA
This winter the director will make
Person of the Year Dinner to honor the two presentations in honor of Vetawardees’ as well as the outgoing lead- erans Day; prepare for recruiting
ers and installation of its officers.
Chapter members assistance, the PVA
Advocacy & Legislation Seminar, and
At the end of the month, he also
arrange a possible visit to our State
attended the Veterans Assistance
Capital to meet with legislatures.
Commission of Cook County (VAC)
where several presentations were made
and an important notice was provided
as to the low funds to assist veterans
in Cook. The commissioner has asked
for us all to advocate for an increase
in emergency funds to the VAC. The
county board meets regularly. Please
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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THANK YOU VPVA

T

he Vaughan Chapter, Paralyzed Veterans of America has
donated their bus for many
different outings. On September 12th
2015, we were able to use this bus
to go to Cantigny. We were served a
brunch for 7 veterans at the Cantigny
golf course. It was a fundraising event
for the residential care facility ( RCF).
October 23rd 2015, we also where
donated the bus to go to Oak Brook
mall for a fundraising event. This fundraising event is strictly for the wheelchair games in Salt Lake City, Utah. The
very next day on the 24th also donated
the bus for a fundraising event at Jewel
food. This fundraising event is again for
RCF veterans. Both fundraising events
for RCF are to raise money for the bingo

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g

and meals that they provide. Also at the End of the Year they purchase gifts
for all the veterans. November 6th there is a concert fundraiser. American
English tribute band to the Beatles, being held at Lake Park High School in
Roselle. This is for veterans Entertainment as well as a fundraiser.
Sincerely,
Residential Care Facility Veterans

9
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Reporting Volunteer Hours

A

volunteer hour is an hour of an individual’s time
during which he or she represented the chapter or
National PVA in the performance of a job, or by
attendance at a meeting or event. The time counted is the
time actually spent in the accomplishment of the mission.
Reasonable time for travel to
and from the location will also
be allowed.

Time spent PARTICIPATING in
recreational events, i.e., National
Veterans Wheelchair Games,
Trap Shoots, Bass Tournaments
or other sporting events will NOT
count as volunteer hours. However, the time spent in the organization and supervision of
such events may be counted.

Note: Volunteer time is time
given by a volunteer who does
NOT receive wages (a stipend)
from any organization, agency,
or company for services provided for that time.

Reminder: each volunteer hour has to be reported on a
volunteer’s time sheet, and a program code needs to be use
accordingly.

For National events, i.e., convention, mid-winter meeting,
seminars, etc., travel will be counted from the time the volunteer leaves home until they check in at their destination.
The hours reported for the remainder of the event will be
counted at ten (10) hours per day. This ten (10) hour figure
will be used for all events. Travel home from the event will
be calculated the same as travel to the event.

10

	
  	
  

Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or
concerns.
Vaughan Chapter, PVA
800-727-2234

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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LIFE ENJOYMENT FUND

V

oting MEMBERS! Attend a sports or
recreational event such as a ballgame, dinner, theatre and send in
the receipt with an expense report then
tell us how accessible the facility was such as
parking and entrance or bathroom and counters, and if
you recommend the place pointing out any problems you’d
like us to address, if needed, and get fully reimbursed up to
$150.00 per year! Yes, that’s correct refunded up to $150.00
per year! You can use the funds to cover the travel, lodging and food (NO ALCHOL) or event ticket/s. if you use a
partial amount of the $150.00; the remainder is available till
the fiscal year ends! Call us now for ANY question/s! We’re
absolutely serious, so try us! Can you believe only a few
members use this fund every year? Neither can I, so let’s let
the cat out of the bag and go do something with our precious summertime and great weather while it lasts!

ARMY

NAVY

Vaughan Chapter, patriotic
hat for sale only $10
Call our office, for your
hat today @ 708-947-9790

AIR FORCE

MARINES

If you have served in the U.S. Military, and are struggling to pay your rent or
utility bills, homeless and in need of housing, The Catholic Charities of the
Archdiocese of Chicago may be able to assist you.
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES’ LOCATIONS BELOW:
1717 Rand Rd.
Des Plaines,
IL 60016
847-376-2114

1400 S. Austin Ave.
Cicero, IL 60804
708-329-4063

7000 W. 111th Str.
Worth, IL 60482
708-586-1351

16100 Seton Drive
South Holland,
IL 60473
708-333-8379 Ext. 215
708-596-0431

671 S. Lewis
Waukegan, IL 60085
847-376-2149
847-782-4152

THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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2016 VPVA FUNDING POLICY

PVA Funding sponsorship request guidelines
Policy Effective 10/1/2015, Expires 9/30/16

POLICY:

may sponsor VPVA voting members who submit a letter

VPVA

Full funding requests may be considered if a member has

of request for support to participate in the National Vet-

volunteered a minimum of 10 hours, partial funding requests may

erans Wheelchair Games. VPVA may sponsor voting members based on their

be considered if a member has volunteered a minimum of 5 hours

letter of request. A cost breakdown must be submitted detailing all costs

and no funding will be awarded if members have less than 5

involved along with a sponsorship agreement below. The following cost share

hours unless they are novice athletes, 3 events per year.

agreement shall be used in determining each request:
1. Full funding with a minimal of 10 volunteer hours may receive full 		
1. First time (Novice) participants: 100% (max. $3,000)

funding up to $3,000 on first request. (to be determined by the 		

2. Members 1st request with documented minimum 10 hours 		

BOD)

voluteerism: 100% (max. $3,000.00)
3. Members 2nd request with documented minimum 5 hours

2. 50% funding with a minimal of 5 volunteer hours on 2nd request
3. 50% funding with minimal of 5 volunteer hours on 3rd request

		 volunteerism: 50%
4. Members 3rd request with documented minimum 5 hours
		 volunteerism: 50%
5. Associate members are subject to the same policy as voting members

Requests submitted by members with this system, is based on volunteer
hours submitted on a monthly basis. If a member has a request and
submits no volunteer hours, the member will likely not receive funding

above unless there are circumstances that detract from the voting 		

assistance. The submission of volunteer hours is a practical solution to

members’ prerogatives or deprive the privileges of such member. 		

helping both the chapter prove it’s accomplishing things, that more

In which case, preference will be awarded to voting member/s who

members are involved in program operations; that members are again

meet criteria listed above.

taking responsibility for the governance and accomplishing its program

6. All members requesting funding remain subject to discretion of Chap
ter Board of Director’s approval.

PROCEDURE:
A. VPVA may provide appropriate uniforms to team participants at no
cost to the member
B. Volunteer hours described in the attached sponsorship agreement 		

and chapter overall mission. Additionally, progress in having a point system
involving volunteerism is a great means to ensure the member is treated
in all fairness as other members. While it creates more effort to document
the members’ volunteerism and activities, it’s even more critical that
progress is documented in achievement through being an active chapter
member. This is a great way to do both to help satisfy the National BOD to
ensure we are accomplishing what they wish to see from us.

remains in effect.
C. All deadlines for application submissions will be strictly adhered to.

Volunteer activation forms are available at the office as well as

D. Members must meet all practice and/or team requirements when 		

the volunteer time sheets for you to record your volunteer hours

implemented.

each month.

E. All members are required to submit a request for funding listing all
costs requested in writing providing significant advance notice for con-

Your funding sponsorship request may be sent to the office via email, fax

sideration (30 days minimal, if possible).

or by regular mail.

F. Members requesting caregiver expenses must submit a completed PVA
Functional Evaluation form signed by physician justifying need for an

Email:

vpva@vaughanpva.org

phone:

708-947-9755

ADL
G. Members must submit all receipts and completed expense report to
staff within 15 days.
H. The following sponsorship agreement will be signed and adhered to

Vaughan PVA
2235 Enterprise Dr, Suite 3501
Westchester, IL 600154.

by all members in exchange for sponsorship:
12
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the Wheel

NEVER MISS A MOMENT

Solutions for a Better Life
MobilityWorks provides greater
independence to Veterans
in Chicago.
As the nation’s largest mobility
dealer, we offer:

Free First Year
Maintenance
on Mobility Conversion with the
purchase of any Van or Truck*
*Cannot be combined with other offers.
Offer expires 5/31/2015.

Rent 2 Days
Get 3rd Day Free#
Rental must be for 3 consecutive days
and on one invoice.
Pre-scheduled appointment required.
Offer expires 5/31/2015.
Limit one coupon per customer.

#

• Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Honda
and Toyota accessible vehicles
• Service and Maintenance
• Rental Vans
• Roadside Assistance
Contact us today, so that we can
evaluate your needs and find a
solution that best fits your lifestyle.

CALL
to schedule an
appointment

888-378-9166

MobilityWorks of Chicago
PLAINFIELD — 23855 W Andrew Rd
SKOKIE — 5050 Dempster St
VILLA PARK — 155 E. North Ave

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!
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November 2015

both hands on the wheel !

Digital Accelerator Ring
optimized for speed

DARIOS is VA accepted.

KEMPF features nationwide free at-home pick-up
and delivery and at-home service.

KEMPF is a NMEDA member.

Visit: www.kempf-usa.com to find videos and comments from users and to request a quotation.

Call Toll-free: 1-888-4-KEMPF-US (453-6738) for
a free DVD and free brochure.
w w w.v a u g h a n p v a . o r g
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Vaughan PVA
2235 Enterprise Drive, Suite 3501
Westchester, IL 60154

Vaughan PVA
Cordially invites its members

Join us, at our Annual
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Wednesday, December 2, 2015
@
Hines VAH Auditorium
Bldg #9
Noon—3:00pm
(1) Guest per Member
Mandatory RSVP by:
November 23rd by calling at 708-947-9790
or by email at vpva@vaughanpva.org or oraygoza@vaughanpva.org

